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CONFIDENTIAL TOKYO 7475 
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TAGS: ENRG 

SUBJECT: CIEC ENERGY COMMISSION: PROPOSAL FOR CONTINUING ENERGY 
DIALOGUE 

REF: STATE 113532 

1 . SUMMARY. JAPANESE RESPONSE TO DRAFT PROPOSAL FOR CIEC 
ENERGY COMMISSION IS GENERALLY POSITIVE. THEY REGARD IT AS 
DESIRABLE TO ESTABLISH SOME SORT OF CONSULTATIVE GROUP WHICH 
PROVIDES FOR A CONTINUING DIALOGUE ON ENERGY. END SUMMARY. 

2. FOREIGN MINISTRY HAS PROVIDED INITIAL JAPANESE RESPONSE 

TO BOSWORTH DRAFT FORMAL PROPOSAL WHICH COULD BE TABLED AT 
SENIOR OFFICIALS' MEETING IN ADVANCE OF CIEC. JAPANESE 
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DESCRIBE THEIR RESPONSE AS BASICALLY FAVORABLE. 

3. THEY REGARD IT AS BEST TO CREATE A CONSULTATIVE GROUP 
ON ENERGY AS A SORT OF "FREE STANDING BODY". I.E. WITHOUT A 
SPECIFIC SPONSOR SUCH AS THE IBRD. HOWEVER, THEY UNDERSTAND 
THAT HAVING NO SPONSOR COULD CREATE DIFFICULTIES AND THEREFORE 
CONSIDER U.S. SUGGESTION FOR A SPONSOR AS THE NEXT BEST ALTERNA- 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


TIVE. HOWEVER, THEY DESIRE TO MAKE THE CONSULTATIVE GROUP AS 
INDEPENDENT AS POSSIBLE. THEY WOULD PREFER IBRD OR UNDP SPONSOR- 
SHIP TO THAT OF THE JOINT DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION BECAUSE THE 
LATTER MAY NOT HAVE ADEQUATE STAFF. JAPANESE POSITION ON SPONSOR 
SHIP IS FLEXIBLE. 

4. JAPANESE ARE SOMEWHAT CONCERNED THAT THE U.S. PAPER MAY BE 
TOO PRECISE IN SOME RESPECTS FOR PRESENTATION TO THE CIEC 
MINISTERIAL, ESPECIALLY THE TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE PROPOSED 
CONSULTATIVE GROUP. THEY WOULD SUPPORT CHANGES WHICH WOULD MAKE 
THE TERMS OF REFERENCE MORE VAGUE. 

5. THEY ALSO NOTE THAT THE COMPOSITION OF THE CONSULTATIVE GROUP 
IS RATHER SPECIFICALLY DEFINED. THEY WOULD BE WILLING TO ACCEPT 
LESS PRECISE LANGUAGE ON THIS POINT ALSO. 

6. JAPANESE NOTE THAT THE U.S. TEXT DOES NOT INCLUDE CONCRETE 
REFERENCE TO PRICE ISSUES. THEY REGARD THIS WORDING AS APPROPRIATE 
AND WOULD LIKE TO AVOID SPECIFIC REFERENCE TO ENERGY PRICES. 
HOWEVER, THEY WOULD NOT WISH TO EXPLICITLY EXCLUDE PRICE QUESTIONS 
FROM THE TERMS OF REFERENCE. 

SHOESMITH 
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